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It evidently appears, I think, by the Acts of the apoſiles 
and other parts of the New Teſtament, that it is the duty, 
or rather the privilege of churches to chuſe their own Mini. 
ſters ; and that when any church has fixed upon any per- 
ſon whom they think to be fit and worthy of this office 
they are to be ſet apart for this great and important 
work, by faſting, prayer, and the impoſition of hangs, 


Thus we read that when God had deſigned Barnabas 
and Saul, for the great work of travelling into the ſeveral 
parts of the world to preach the goſpel, they were recom. 
mended to this work, by faſting, prayer, and laying on of 
hands, As the 13. v.2 3.“ 


% 


CE En 


* Whereas ſome ſcruple the laying on of hands, in the ordination of 
Miniſters; firſt, becauſe Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters, pretend to 
no power of beſtowing any extraordinary endowment upon him whom thep 
ordain; and Secondly, becauſe of the ſuperſtitious and bad uſe which fone 
have made of it, in pretending to a power which they have not, nor e- 
ver had: I would recommend it to the ſerious conſideration of the candid 
reader, whether we have not reaſon to believe that the whole affair we real 
ol in the 1th. chap. of the Acts, and the beginning was by the dined. 

on of the holy-ghoſt: I mean the laying on of hands, faſting and prayer, 
as well as the deſtination of Barnabas and Saul to the work nel them, 
Far I think we have as good reaſon to believe that the prophets and 
teachers there mentioned, were directed to the means, as well and to the 
object of their deſtination: eſpecially, When we conſider that it was the 
general practice of thoſe times, and that not only of the apoſtles, but alſo of 
the Preſbyters, the prophets and teachers in ſetting apart men for any 
particular work or ſervice in the church. Beſides let it be conſidered that 
it is hard to be proved that by the laying on of hands in the caſe before 
us, theſe prophets and teachers conveyed any extraordinary gift upou 
thoſe two men at this time: for we have no reaſon to doubt, but 2. 
bundant cauſe to believe, that both of them were already endowed with 
the miraculous gifts of the holy ghoſt, as well as the reſt of the apoſtles: 
for this was ten years after the apoſtle Pauls converſion, belides the apol- 
tle faith that he received his apoſtleſhip not of men but of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Galatians 1. 1. To this I add, that it.ought to be conſidered fhat the 
doctrine of laying on of hands, is by the apoſtle to the Hebrews, paced 
. amongſt the firſt or fundamental principles of thedoQrine of Chriſt, Heb, 
6. 2. We have therefore, I think, as much reaſon to lay aſide Baptilm 
and the Lords Supper becauſe ſome men have made a perverſe uſe of them 
and abuſed them to ſuperſtition, as we have to lay afide this apoſtolical 
practice. And had we as good proof from ſcripture for Infant Baptilm, 
as we have for the laying on of hands in the ordination of Mioiſters, | 
think, we ſhould have no reaſon to ſcruple it; but ſhould have abundant 
reaſon and cauſe to comply with it. 
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And that the Deacons. of the churches are to be choſen 
ther the fame manner, and to be ſeparated and ſet apart for 
heir work by the ſame means, as before mentioned, appears 
y the direction ofthe apoſtles concerning the ſevenDeacons: 
we read of it in the 6 chapter of the Acts, the zth. and fol- 
lowing verſes: and this practice of ſetting apart Miniſters for 
this great and good work, has been followed in all ages of 


the chriflian church, as I think, by all the churches Who act 


upon the plan of the apoſtolical age. 


It is in order to comply with our duty as recommended 
by the apoſtles and primitive chriſtians, that we are aſſembled 
together at this time in order to ſet apart this our Reve- 
rend Brother to the great work of preaching the word, and 
adminiſtering the ordinances of the goſpel. 


Not that we hereby pretend to convey or beſtow any ex- 
tnordinary endowment upon him, much leſs the miraculous 
riſts of the holy Gboſt; for the miraculous gifts and graces 
ofthe Holy-Ghoſt, we think, ceaſed with the apoſtolical age, 
or ſoon after it but it is to point him out as a perſon already 
fitted for this work, and by our prayers and ſupplications 
to God on his behalf, to recommend himto the grace of God, 
and to the guidance of the holy Spirit, to aſſiſt him in his 
work, that abundant ſucceſs may attend his miniſtry, 


It has, I think, been a cuſtom for a candidate for the mi- 
niſtry, to give a definition of bis faith, at the time of his or- 
dination, to the people whom he is appointed to ſerve; from 
whence this cuſtom aroſe, I am not certain : we do not find 
any ſuch thing mentioned in the acts of the apoſtles: and I 
can ſee no abſolute neceſſity for it, where a man has preach- 
ed ſome time before his ordination among the people over 

| whom 


FO —— 


1 ſhall conclude this note, in the words of the Rev. Mr. Wazp, in 
his introduction to the ordination of the Rev. Mr. Isaac Smith, page 
the 14th. (with whom I entirely agree in this point) where He ſaith; To 
mylelt the impoſition of hands ſeems decent, ſcriptural and regular: nos 
do I ſee any reaſon to ſcruple or diſuſe it, ou the account of the injudici- 
ous opinions of ſome concerning it, or the vain aud exceſſive pretences 
which have been auncxed to it. 


8 1-649 
whom he is to be ordained; for hereby they are ſuppoſed tg 


know in ſome meaſure what his Tentiments are. As they. 
fore this is the caſe with reſpect to our Reverend Brother 
here preſent, 

I proceed only to aſk you my friends and brethren of the 
Baptiſt church of Wedmort, and the Baptiſt Church of | 
Crofcum; Whether you do chuſe this our Reverend Bro. I 
ther 'SAMUEL Evans to be your miniſter and Paſtor, to go 
in and out before you, to inſtru you in the great things 
of God's law, by preaching the word, and adminiſtering the HE 
ordinances amongſt you, | this 

; taken up 
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P 
The Duty of the CHRISTIAN MINISTER recommended 


In a CHARGE, &c. 


che 185 E part that is allotted me in the ſolemn ſervice of 

this day, is to addreſs you, my dear Sir, who have juſt 
aken upon you the office of a paſtor. It would have given 
me fincere pleaſure had this arduous buſineſs devolved on 
one of my honoured fathers, or brethren, who might be bet- 
The er qualified to remind you of the principal objects of your 
miniſtry. But ſince you have requeſted me to undertake 
this taſk, my long acquaintance with you, -and the chriſtian 
reſpect I bear to you, forbid my reſiſting your wiſhes, being 
fully ſatisfied that you will give your attention whilſt Imay 
de recommending to you the advice of the apoſtle Paul to 
his friend Timothy, and inforcing it with ſuitable con- 
(derations. p | 

2 Timothy 2 Chapter 13th. verſe. 


" Study to ſhew thyſelf approved unto God.” 
THIS interefting advice ſhould be received by the chriſt- 


Jan miniſter with warm approbation, in every age. 

lis as applicable to us as it was to the evangeliſt Timothy, 
o whom it was originally given. We ſerve the fame mal- 
ter and ſhould be equally-ſohcitons for his honour and ap- 
probation: We have the ſame infirmities to reſiſt: The 
lame enemies to conquer; and the ſame end to attain, 


As proteſtant diſſenting miniſters, we ſtand nearly on the 
lame ground with the perſon to whom my text was originally 
addreſſed, and therefore, my Brother, I truſt you will pay all 
due deference to the authority of the apoſtle Paul: You 
will endeavour to. obtain that high dignity of being approv- 


ed unto God, you. will diſcover this ardor to all who ſtand 
in 
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in connexion with you, and make your various ſtudies and 
- purſuits to center in this point. | 


In order hereto permit me 


I. To remind you of the end of your life and miniſtry 
Nie divine approbation: 4 J 


II. Suggeſt to yqu bow you are to obtain this end, 
Study: and 


III. To point out ſome conſiderations to animate your 
endeavours to perform the chriſtian and miniſterial fund. 
ons, in ſuch a manner as to be approved-of God, and final- 
ly to receive the plaudits of your bleſſed Savior. 


I. I am to remind you of the end of your life and miniſlry 
T he divine approbation. 


- Remember, Sir, that you are in a peculiarly intereſting 
ſenſe the ſervant of God. Beſide the common right he has 
in you as your creator, benefactor, and ſavior, he claims you 
as his ambaſſador, Your duty is to tran ſact affairs for fim 
of the firft magnitude;—to ſhew to ſinful periſhing men the 
way of ſalvation. The Lord then expects that you eye 
him in all your ways; that his fear ſhould be your govern- 
ing principle, and his approbation the object of your high- 
eſt wiſhes. Whilſt I am thus reminding you how worthy 
of your nobleſt exertion is the teſtimony of the divine ſpirit, 
that you are the approved ſervant of God, you will do 
me the juſtice, I am . perſuaded, to underſtand me in a lati- 
tude conſonant to the genius and tendency of the goſpel. 


You will acquit me from the ſuppoſition, that I would in- 
ſinuate to you, you can merit the favor of God by any of your 
doings, as a chriſtian or a miniſter, In that important blell- 
ing you were intereſted previouſly to your receiving the talents 
which you now poſſeſs, previouſly to your being admitted to 
the high office ofa paſtor. But then you are to remember that 
the God whom you ſerve muſt diſtinguiſh the precious 
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- exiſts, and conſequently muſt, agreeably to all his perſec- 
ions, and to the wiſe. conſtitution by which he governs in- 
elligent agents, approve of thoſe who reſemble him in his 
moral attributes and delight to obey his voice and do his 
will. Theſe are the criteria by which his friends are diſ- 
inguiſhed from others, according to the genuine principles 
ol chat Goſpel to which your life and actions ſhould be con- 
ſormable. A contrary ſuppoſition would make God the 
Author of confuſion, without wiſdom and goodneſs to mark 
his character and govern his views: nay ſuch an hypothe- 
is would repreſent the God of holineſs to delight in fin, as 
in righteoufneſs; to approve of impenitent rebels, as of his 


believing dutiful ſubjects. 


But you have not ſo learned Chriſt : You know that the 
Lord hath connected holineſs and happineſs together, the 
fruits of the Chriſtian and the Paſtor with their enjoyments 
in therealms of light and love. Thirſt then my Brother, af- 
ter being approved of God, it is the higheſt honor that you 
can receive, and the higheſt felicity you can experi- 
ence, Every conſideration of importance tends to this point; 
every grateful diſpoſition oy elevated feeling ſhould influ- 
ence you to prefer the favor of God, the countenance of 
Chriſt, and the teſtimony of a good conſcience, to all the 
plauſible overtures of an enſnaring world. This was the 
roverning principle of the great St. Panl; by it he braved 
danger, conquered prejudices, and deſpiſed momentary al- 
lurements, *None oftheſe things (ſaid he) move me, neither 
count I. my life dear unto myſelf, fo that I may finiſh my 
courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I have received of 
the Lord Jeſus to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God.“ 
Ads 20 24. Purſuing the line of conduct which I am 
now recommending to you the ſame author in the view of 
martyrdom could expreſs himſelf in the language of trium- 
phant faith: *T have fought the good fight, I have finiſhed 
my courſe, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteouſntſs which the Lord the 
nghtecus judge will give me at that day, and not to me only 
but all thoſe who love his appearing.” 2 Timothy, 4. 7. 8. 
| How 
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How animating the view! How bright the proſpect! The 
divine approbation claims your attention, as a chriſtian and 
as a miniſter of the goſpel. 


1ſt. As a Chriſtian, You and myſelf muſt appear at 
the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, chat our character as men and 
chriſtians may be ſcrutinized and finally ſettled. If we dg 
not live a life anſwerable to the requiſitions of the Goſpel, 
a life which may furniſh us with a well-grounded hope 
that we are renewed, and are advancing 1n holineſs, 
with what face can, we inculcate the great duties of the gol. 
pel on others? If we do not watch over our own ſouls how 
can it be expected that we ſhould diſcharge, with fidelity, 
the ſeveral duties which we owe to the ſouls of our fellow 
men ? Unleſs we feed on the great and glorious truths of 
the goſpel, and are animated and ſtrengthened by them; 
unleſs we taſte of the good word of God and the power of 
the world to come ; unleſs Chriſt be precious to our own 
ſouls in viewing his fulneſs and in feeling our want of him; 
in a word, unleſs we delight in the duties and rejoice in the 
diſcoveries of the new "Teſtament; what fort of miniſters 
are we likely to be? ſhall we not be the blind leading on 
the blind to deſtruction ? My reſpected friend, if you would 
be an honorable, conſiſtent, ſucceſsful miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt, cultivate the divine life in your own ſoul; cheriſh 
the godly principle; it will make your other Duties eaſy 
to you; it will enable you to ſpeak with conſcious autho- 
rity to men: Your life, your feelings and your doctrines 
being in perpetual harmony, will furniſh you with an a- 
mazing fuperiority over the prejudices ' and calumnies ot 
the world. There is not a creature in the univerſe ſo truly 
deſpicable as a profligate chriſtian miniſter; there cannot be 
a more harlequin character than His, who would teach o- 
thers obligations the influence of which he has never experi- 
enced. But my knowledge of you Brother, forbids my 


enlarging ; you view the character at which I have glan- 


ced with horror 


I therefore drop it; and go on 


2dly. To remind you that you ſhould covet the divine 
approbation as a miniſter of the goſpel of peace- Let God, 
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ger in your view; impreſs your ſoul with his omnipreſence 
ud frequently reflect that you are employed by him. 
* 


In approving yourſelf to God in the miniſterial capacity, 
rou will be careful to conſult his will and not to lean 
po implicitly on your own underſtanding. There remains 
in the beſt of us too ſtrong a propenſity to oppoſe the pure 
and benign doQrines of Jeſus Chriſt : to turn aſide from the 
path which he has marked out for us, and to erect our own 
conceits on the ruin of the truths of revelation, It be- 
comes you to bring back your views carefully to the ſtand- 
ad of rectitude; to derive your knowledge of the great con- 
cerns of life and immortality from the revelation of the new 
Teſtament ; and ever to conduct yourſelf as the fervant of 
your fellow men, in a manner that is conſiſtent with the 
allegiance which you owe to your God and Savior. You 
will ſhew yourſelf approved unto God as a gofpel miniſter, 


ven you appear anxious after bringing penitent finners to 


Chriſt as the medium of their acceſs to God; when you in- 
culcate with energy repentance towards God, and holineſs 
of heart and life; when your zeal has for its object the re- 
conciling of ſinners to the greateſt and beſt of beings; and 
when your moſt unwearied endeavors are employed to give 
thcacy to the pure, peaceable principles of the goſpel of 
Chriſt, which are equally removed from the ſenſeleſs ſuper- 
fition of the ignorant and illiberal, and the frigid formality 
ol the careleſs and ſceptical. 


The truths of the goſpel are living waters, conſtantly 
quenching the rage of novelty and damping the irregular 
propenſities of the ſoul. Conſider that chriſtanity is a 
lyltem not of ſpeculation but to be reduced into practice. 
[tis to be credited and obeyed. It has its origin in love: 
lt was intended to reſtore peace on earth, to deſtroy the en- 
mit, not only betwixt man and God, but alſo betwixt man 
and his neighbor. A religion of benevolence! admirably 
calculated to promote perſonal and ſocial happineſs, and to 
baniſh from amongſt us all thoſe poiſonous principles 
Waich are the curſe and puniſhment of mankind. 

I 


_- 
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If you would bethe approved miniſter of God, receive thoſe 
tenets with ſuſpicion which meet in extreams. Such on the 
one hand as would degrade Chriſt in the ceconomy of re. 
demption, - depreciate the merit of his life and the efficacy 
of his ſufferings, trample under foot the blood of the cove- 
nant, and do deſpite to the ſpirit of grace; that would re- 
preſent the Deity as an idle ſpectator of the concerns of mot- 
tals, either incapable or unwillingto ſuccor them, unleſs im- 
pelled by neceſſiiy I ſay on the one hand avoid thoſe de- 
luding novelties; and on the other all thoſe miſrepreſentati. 
ons of the goſpel which feed the principles of malevolence 
in the breaſt; which promote ſpiritual pride; circumſcribe 
the compaſſion and love of God; releaſe the obligations of 
Holineſs, and render uſeleſs the preaching of repentance; in 
ſhort all ſuch doctrines as are not after godlineſs, tending to 
give life and energy to the corruptions of the. fleſh or the 
mind, and-to baniſh from the world the genuine ſpirit of 
Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould make no part of your public miniſtry, 


Your love to God. I truſt, my good Brother, is too ſtrong 
ever to ſuffer you to be hurried away to dangerous extreams 
from the plain truths of revelation by the plaudits of men. 
Never ſacrifice your conſcience, your honor, your integrity 
and piety on the altar of party applauſe; for Wu are not 
to learn that thoſe who may hail you with their hoſannas 
this hour, may cry out the next, cruciſy him! 


The goſpel miniſter who is for ever ſtudying the humor, 
of his hearers with the view to 'gratify them in preference 
to the dictates of the Holy Ghoſt —the miniſter that will 
ſtrenuouſly contend for unſcriptural phraſes as making an 
eſſential part of his devotion, becauſe the ignorance or im- 
piety of men have ſanctified the uſe of them; the miniſter who 
pays more regard to ſound than ſenſe, and avails himſelf of 
the weakneſs of any of his auditors to keep them unac- 
quainted with the enlivening benevolent principles of thegol 
pel; the miniſter who makes the prejudices of others the 
will of his public miniſtration 1s but let me turn 


with indignation from ſo mean and wretched a character, 
Let me re- 
mind 


equally deſpiſed by God, and all good men. 
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mind you in the ſpirit of love to ſeek the honor that is from 
tbove, to walk in the ſimplicity of the goſpel, and to have 
he rejoicings of the holy apoſtles: And tho' Iſrael be not 
athered your reward is with the Lord, and your judgment 
b with your God, I mean not, my worthy friend, to diſ- 
wade you from availing yourſelf of the innocent foibles of 
men to fave their ſouls. You may ia this ſenſe become all 
things to all men as far as your duty to God will admit. 
But dare think for yourſelf, You know but in part. Di- 
veſt yourſelf of all preconceptions ; — follow the dictates 
of trath and ſeriouſly reflect that to your own maſter you 
ſand or fall. The rule of your conduct is the Bible — 
reſt ſatisfied with it, It is utterly unworthy of a noncon- 
formiſt miniſter to call any man maſter upon earth. 


But I muſt proceed 


II, To ſuggeſt to you how you ate to approve yourſelf 
o God; Study. " 


Give diligence, or diligently endeavor, as the original 
word ſignifies, It is the ſame as is rendered in chapter the 
th, verſe the gth. and 21ſt by the phraſe do thy diligence 1. e. 
endeavor as much as in you lies to ſhew yourſelf the faith- 
ſul ſervant of God, worthy of the truſt repoſed in you. 


iſt, Be much in prayer. Converſe with your Maker, my 
brother, that you may partake of his ſpirit in a more abun- 
Gant manner to lead you into all truth. If piety be kept a- 
Ive in your own ſoul, it is more than probable it will not 
ail of making favorable impreſſions on the minds of your 
hearers. Be inſtant in prayer for divine directions in the 
choice of your ſubjects, and for the favor of godlineſs when 
you meet with the people of your charge. The warm pie- 
ty of the miniſters of the laſt century deſerves your imita- 
lon, whilſt you may avail yourſelf of the improvements of 
later periods in reſpe& to pulpit compoſitions. Study to 
inform and improve your hearers in the great concerns of 
lalvation. 8 


Study 


ſelf, 
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2dly. Study the ſcriptures, if you would be approved of 

God. You are to miniſter the word of God; to receive 
our directions and ſupports, from theſe ſound oracles. 

= it becomes you to give diligent heed to the word ſpo- 
ken, leaſt at any time it ſhould be forgotten by you. Seri. 
ouſly reflect that the rule of your public miniſtry is laid 
down for your conformity in the bible, and that all your 
endeavors fhould be directed to diſcover the mind of the 
ſpirit, and not in ſearch of new matter which the records of 
inſpiration do not contain. Bending your attention to the 
word of God, you will find directions to regulate your life 
by the maxims of the higheſt wiſdom, whilſt the moſt anj- 
mating views are preſented to you to brighten your hope 
and give efficacy to your converſation, 


If you, Sir, would live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in 
the preſent world ; if you would be a wiſe and prudent 
miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt; if you would follow the example 
of the great Apollos, and be mighty in the ſcriptures ; if you 
would honor your Savior by obeying his command; and 
if you would approve yourſelf the faithful ſervant of the 
Moſt High, ſearch the fcriptures, for in thera you think 
you have eternal life, and theſe teſtify of the Savior.” 


Whilſt I am thus urging you to peruſe the goſpel], you 
may eaſily perceive that it is not neceſſary I ſhould deſcend 
into particulars to remind you of the manner in which you 
ſhould behave in the church and the world, and of the du- 
ties which you owe to God, to your neighbour and to your- 


But I cannot cloſe this part of my ſubject without re- 
minding you that you ſhould ſtudy and digeſt the dil- 
courſes which you deliver in the courſe of your miniſtry to 
the people of your charge. 'This is'a duty which you owe 
them, and it is a duty, which your wiſhes for the ſuccels 
of the goſpel, will prompt you to diſcharge with fidelity. 


You cannot expect to explain with perſpicuity and ſuc- 
ceſs the glories of our Emanuel, the wiſdom and benevo- 


lence of the new covenant; you cannot illuſtrate the divine 
perfection 


perſectio 
age tO A. 
propriety 
jenſatio! 


common 
the deſc; 
may not 
rovernin 
nghtly t. 
can do he 
nt Diſſe 
who und 
ence are 
fortitude 
{ll its co 
0 you, a 
ing and 
lupporte 


Time 
moſt inti 
of the go 
Raity ſh 
allo and 
toms of 
lice, tha 


lacred w 


ved of 
7ecelve 
les, 
d ſpo- 
Seri. 
is laid 
your 
of the 
rds of 
to the 
ir life 
ſt anj- 


hope 


dly in 
rudent 
ample 
if you 
and 
of the 
think 


I, you 
eſcend 
h you 
he du- 
vour- 


uccels 
delity. 


1 ſuc- 


enevo- 


divine 
fections 


(1g) 


ſetions in their variety and beauty, as employed from 
ige to age in the recovery of human nature, and ſhew with 
propriety the connection there is betwixt the various diſ- 
enſations of God, and the manner they have been fubſer- 
ent to each other in perfect ing the plan of the divine mer- 
oy in the final ſalvation of men by Jeſus Chriſt, without 


fudy. | 


You will not, my good brother, imitate the mode of 
preaching of thoſe illiterate itenerants whoſe ravings inſult 
common ſenſe,”as their ſpirit does chriſtianity. Perhaps 
the deſcription of the apoſtle Jude, in his epiſtle, verſe 19th 
my not be thought inapplicable to men whoſe moral 
werning principles are as problematical as their abilit 
nghtly to divide the word of truth. Men of ſuch a caſt 
ando honortono caule, and it particularly becomes Proteſt- 
at Diſſenters to be careful that they encourage only miniſters 
who underſtand the grounds on which the rights of conſci- 
ence are to be ſupported, and who poſſeſs integrity and 
fortitude ſufficient to abide by truth, when diſcovered, in 
il its conſequences.“ I ſpeak, my brother, with freedom 
o you, and from a full perſuaſion that the intereſt of learn- 
ng and piety, amongſt; the nonconformiſts, is no longer 
lupported when the miniſtry becomes contemptible, 


Time would fail me to enumerate the ſtudies which are 
not intimately connected with your employ as a miniſter 
of the goſpel of the grace of God. The evidences of chriſt- 
aity ſhould be well digeſted by you: jewiſh antiquities 
allo and geography; ancient hiſtory, and the various cuſ- 
toms of Egypt, Greece, and Rome, well deſerve your no- 
lice, that you may explain with ſucceſs many paſlages of 
lacred writ. But I muſt haſten, 

III. 


13325%m4 


F By the above paragarph it is not intended to reflect on the pious and 
Onlcientious of any party. It reſpects thoſe irregulars who are ſent by 
w body, and appear to have nothing in view but idleneſs and impoſition, 
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III. To point out ſome conſiderations to animate you; 
endeavours to perform the chriſtian and miniſterial fungi. 
ons in ſuch a manner as to be approved of God, and final. 
ty to receive the plaudits of your bleſſed Savior, 


Tho' we have the treaſure of the goſpel in earthen veſ. 


fels, yet we are not deſtitute of eucouragements to proſecute 


our duty with ſteadfaſtneſs and zeal. It is true we have 
not high worldly emoluments annexed to our office, not 
worldly pomp to command our attachment to the miniſteri. 
al character, yet we are not inſenſible of the diguity of ou 
embaſſy and the honor which we derive from being employ: 
ed by the King of Kings: employed to preath Chriſt and 
him crucified; to befeech ſinners to be rechnciled to God, 
and as inſtruments to deliver their ſouls from death that 
their life may fee light. And who can tell the importance 
of ſaving fouls! | 1 


Conſcious of our many infirmities, the Lord in com paſſ. 
on to our weakneſs hath promiſed ſupports. Hlis grace is 
ſufficient to qualify us for the miniſterial office, and to ſup- 
port us under the many diſcouragements which fome times 
attend it. Derive ſuccors from his allfufhciency-whillt you 
afpire after that rejoicing, even the teſtimony of u good con 


ſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly fincerity; not Wit hi flelh- 


ly wiſdom but by the grace of God, you have your conver: 
ſation in the world. 


A , 


To have a witneſs in the confciences of your'people of 
your moſt ſtrenuous endeavors to be the favor of lite unto 
life unto them, and that it is your hearts deſire and prayer 
to God that they may be ſaved, is one of the moſt encou- 
raging conſiderations that you can feel this fide. an eternal 
world. n wb wh a: oy" 


Finally, my beloved Brother, extend your views beyond 
the verge of time. Look upward ! —L cok forward for tl 
bleffed hope! Realize the coming of your ſavior, attended 
with the voice of the archangel and the trump of God! An 
ticipate that illuſtrious period hen you. fhall join comps 
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with all good miniſters, and make one in the train ofthe 
luſtrious Judge! What emotions of gratitude and love will 
tou then feel to your ſavior, who counted you faithful to- 
peak in his name, and put you in the miniſtry, And with. 
that aſtoniſhment will you hear the ſentence pronounced 
Well done thou good and ſaithlſul ſervant, thou haſt been 
faithful over a few things, 1 will makethee ruler over many, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord! 


May you then meet the people of your charge, and your 
Brethren who join in the ſolemnities of this day! 


I have dqne. I commend you to God, and to the word 
of his grace, which is able to build you up,and give you an 
wheritance amongſt all them which are ſanQihed ” 
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LSD Sn nh ES; 
The S ERM ON. 
its Compaſſion to the Multitude. 


Maithew IX. 36. 37. 38. 


But when he ſaw the multitude, Ne wes maved with 2 - 
fon on them, becauſe they fainted, and were ſcattered abraag, as 
ſerb having no ſhepherd, Then ſaith He unto his diſciples, 
Tie Harveſl truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few. Pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the herueft, that he will ſend forth la- 


hurers into his harveſt. 


UDEAH, the ſcene of our Lord's miniſtry and the prin- 


cipal tranſaQions recorded in the ſcriptures, was not, like 
qurs, a Country in which Trade and Commerce flouriſhed; 


but Agriculture and the care of Caule were the chief objects 
of attention and ſources of wealth and ſupport, Henee we 
neet in the ſcriptures, with frequent alluſions to a country 
life, and our Lord borrows from it his figures and eompari- 
bns. In ſome places both in the prophets, his own dif- 
courſes and the writings ef the Apoſtles, his own character 
$ deſcribed under alluſions to that of a ſhepherd; and He 
i lliled the good Shepherd, and the great Shepherd.“ In 
aher paſſages his Diſciples, and thoſe alſo who were deſti- 
ute of religious inſtructions, and divine Teachers are com- 
pared to ſheep. The language of the Text is of this kind, 
borrowed from the condition of wandering ſheep, and the 
concerns of agriculture. The propriety and force of this 
language will appear as we illuſtrate the words. We here 
ke Chriſt's compaſſionate regard for the multitudes which 
bllowed Him Alt drew from him an affecting reflection 
upon their ſtate — And led him to give his Diſciples a 
Particular and pertinent Exhortation. It may be preſumed 
hat we cannot review thele particulars without ſome im- 


provement. of 5 


| 
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v. 36. The Hiſlorian informs us that When 'Chiig 
«{aw the Multitudes He was moved with compaſſion on 
«them, becaule they fainted and were - ſcattered abroad :; 
„Sheep having no Shepherd“ Our Lord was now pal. 
ing through the Cities and Villages, teaching in their Syn- 
agogues and preaching the goſpel of the kingdom, and heal. 
ing every ſickneſs and every diſeaſe among the people. 
Multitudes drawn by the fame of his miracles and charad. 
er flock around him, to hear his doctrines and ſee his works, 
they fainted through the fatigue of their journey and tle 
conſtancy of their attendance upon his . preaching, The 
crouds and eagerneſs, with which they followed him, wee 
very expreſſive of their thirſt after iuſtruction and knowledge 
and a ſign of their unhappy ſtate in the reſpective places o 
their abode, as deſtitute of aftetionate and faithful teachers, 
Our Lord beheld them with tenderneſs and com paſſion az 
ſheep that had no ſhepherd. 


Scribes and Teachers of the law indeed were diſperſed o- 
ver Judeah and taught in every Synagogue : but they were 
actuated by wordly views and not by an affectionate and diſ- 
intereſted concern for the ſheep ; taught the people the tn. 
ditions of men inſtead of the commands of God; burdened 
them with a variety of uſeleſs obſervances and cercmonies, 
and miſled them by their evaſive and corrupt comments on 
the law. Chriſt, knowing their condition, felt a very affec. 
tionate concern for them, Here we ſee the compaſſionate 
Friend to the fouls of men and we are taught to pity thole 


who do not enjoy ſound and faithful inſtruction, 


iſt, Let us pauſe to contemplate Jeſus, the compaſſion- 
ate Friend of Souls. The multitudes were collected round 
him, and from the cronds in which they followed him, He 
might perceive what wonder and expectation his works had 
raiſed. But in circumſtances ſo captivating to vanity, ſo 
flattering to the love of applauſe and of fame, our good Mal- 
ter appears to have felt only ſentiments of kindneſs and be. 
nevolence. 0 | 
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«The Evangeliſt informs us, that immediately before He 
had ex preſſed his compaſſion on the multitude, He had been 
healing all manner of diſeaſe and ſickneſs among them; 
and very probably the people as they ſtood around him, 
«vere expreſſing their gratitude and joy on the occaſion. 
This to any other perſon would have given complete ſatiſ- 
ation and delight, Jeſus however had too deep an inſight 
*jnto the intereſts of human nature, to be ſatisfied with theſe 
events. He knew that the diſeaſes of the body and all vi- 
„ble calamities of life were but trifling when compared 
«with the unſeen and everlaſting miſeries which ariſe from 
ignorance and guilt, or what he calls the loſs of the im- 
„mortal ſoul.““ His heart therefore, inſtead of being elated 
with ſelfiſh joy, was melted into generous compaſſion. He 
thought not of his own ſucceſs aud reputation, but of their 
wants and neceſſities, as deſtitute of wiſe and enlightened, 
faithful and affectionate Teachers, 


He looked upon them as miſled, as wandering from the 
way of truth and life, and in danger of periſhing for lack of 
ſound knowledge. Jeſus, beholding che multitudes in this 
alfefting light was moved with compaſſion on them, be- 
cauſe they were as Sheep without a Shepherd.” Under what 
atender image did our Lord regard them! An Image drain 


fro ndition of the moſt gentle and helpleſs animals, 
catered and diſperſed, a prey to ſcorching heajs or raven- 
ous beaſts, without a Shepherd to IN at fruitful pal- 


tures, or to ſtill waters. The ſituation of the Multitudes 
appeared to the mind of Chriſt under this affecting light. 
and He could not think of it without affection and tender- 
nels. Humanity and compaſſion work within him; a com- 
paſſion worthy of himſelf who came to ſeck and to fave that 
which was loft; who, in the end, laid down his life for the 
lheep. He was not leſs amiable in ſhewing his compaſſion, 
than He was great and glorious in healing every ſickneſs 


and every diſeaſe. Let us learn to imitate this compaſſion 
of Jeſus. 
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2dly.— This is the other inſtruction ariſing from the 
part of our ſubjeR now before us: namely, that we pity ſuch 
as do not enjoy wiſe and faithful inſtrudtion. To what 
kind and generous efforts would this divine pity prompt? 
It would excite us to aſſiſt every ſcheme of ſpreading know. 
ledge and truth, and to ſtrengthen the hands of thoſe who are 
employed in teaching ſacred knowledge, In what caſe 
ſhould the heart fee] compaſſion if not in this ? 


If a flock of ſheep, deſtitute of a protector and care and 
ready to periſh by want and: thirſt, cannot be ſeen without 
moving the ſoft ſenſibilities of our nature; ſhall Man fail of 
happineſs and immortality, ſhall Man wander in the paths 
of error and deſtruction, ſhall reaſonable creatures, formed for 
mirth and heaven, mils of their perfection and happineſs for 
want of inſtruction and no eye pitythem; no heart be drawn 


cout in compaſſion towards them? Surely we know not our 


ſelves the excellence of truth and the worth of eternal life, 
or we ſhould lament the caſe of thofe who are in danger 
of never attaining to the enjoyment of theſe great and e- 
verlaſting bleſſings. The moſt chriſtian compaſhon is com- 
paſſion to the ſouls of men: for it is moſt like to that which 
Chriſt felt. 

If the ſentiments He expreſſed for the multitues that fol- 
lowed him be juſt or amiable: we ought to lay open our 
hearts to the force of the ſame ſentiments, The benevolence 
and compaſſion of Chriſt, in the caſe before us, methinks,can 
not but meet with our approbation. We learn then our du- 
ty. to what emotions we ſhould indulge, namely, thoſe, of 
kindneſs and pity for ſuch as are expoſed to the danger of 
periſhing for lack of knowledge and as ſheep having no 
ſhepherd. Our Lord's feeling for ſuch led him into anat- 


ſecting reflection upon their caſe v. 37. 


„Then ſaith he to his Diſciples, the harveſt truly is 
**plenteous; but the labouters are few. There is great room 
for exertions in the cauſe of truth and piety; but there are 
only a few who are diſpoſed to the good work, The 
' Harveſt is great,” There are great multitudes who 
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he goſpel of the kingdom. This our Lord appears to have 
ſpoken in reference to the vaſt numbers that followed him 
fom all parts: and by theſe words He intimates the popu- 
lbuſneſs of the ſcene of his miniſtry and the inclination 
of the people to receive his doctrine, 


There was much work to do. The land of Canaan was 
then filled with inhabitants: and the people were from eve- 
ry quarter flocking to the ſtandard of truth which Chriſt was 
ſating up. Yet far more numerous were the inhabitants 
of the ſurrounding Heathen nations, Who fat in the dark 
region of the ſhadow of death.” The Goſpel was to be 
preached to every creature. Each corner of the world was 
to hear the word of the kingdom: and to the remoteſt parts 
of the earth was the ſound of ſalvation to be ſent. Our 
Lord's comprehenſive eye ſurveyed the extenſive field of the 
world, in which the ſeeds of truth and grace were to be ſown. 
He ſaw it over-ran with thorns and weeds: and He was ful- 
ly ſenſible of the vaſt labours and difficulties which would 
attend the planting of the Goſpel in it. It was therefore 
a matter of painful reflection to our Lord, that the labour- 
ers were few.” | 


There were. but few, very few ſufficiently enlightened and 
diſpoſed to inſtruct even 4 land of Judeah, though it had 
it's Prieſts arid Scribes. What then was the caſe as to the 
world at large with reſpect tothe number ofreligious inſtruc- 
tors? It had ſcarcely auy: It had then none who were 
themſelves acquainted with the things of the kingdom of 
Cod. The ſeventy were not yet commiſſioned and ent forth 
nor even the twelve Apoſtles to preach the approach of the 
kingdom of heaven. The time was not yet come when 
they who taught the words of ſalvation, the ſervants of the 
moſt high God, ſhould be ſent forth to all nations and em- 
powered to preach the goſpel to every creature. Such being 
the religious ſtate of the world, our Lord meant to awaken 
the zeal of his diſciples and to call forth all their efforts to- 
wards enlightening and reforming it. 


It may be apprehended that the ſame reflection is not 
applicable 


( 22 } 
applicable to our day; and leaſt of all to this nation. Our 


times, it may be allowed, have much the advantage over the 
period here referred to: yet there is a ſufficient fcope for the 
activity and zeal of an increaſing number of able & faithful 


labourers. Is there no lack of knowledge among us? Are 


there no parts of this populous kingdom involved in gross 
ignorance, or ſunk in diſſoluteneſs of manners? Are there 
none who need to be taught the firſt principles of the know. 
ledge of Chriſt ? none who are ſtrangers to the power of 
of godlineſs; none whoſe conduct calls for the affectionate, 
and fervent labours of a faithful miniſter, to turn them from 
the error of their ways? the number of fuch it may be ſear. 
ed is not ſmall. Are the labourers equal in number to the 
ſphere of ſervice and uſefulneſs which offers? We have jult 
reaſon to apprehend that they are not. 


Did all who bear the character glow with zeal for truth, 
with devotion and benevolence? Were all Scribes well in- 
ſtructed in the things of the kingdom of God? Were all de- 
ligent and faichful” ''Yet there are many Pariſhes in the 
kingdom that are not ſtatedly ſupplied with a miniſter of 
any kind, and other places have but one, large enough to 
*furniſh employment for ſeveral, were they ever ſo labour- 
„ious.“ In the eſtabliſhed Church we are told, that the 
number of Curates 1s greatly and daily decreaſing. A- 
mong us Diſſenters it ſeems that the number of our mini- 
ſters rather continues to decline. Many of our congregat!- 
ons are deſtitute, and breaking up for want of ſuitable ſup- 
plies, and the number of candidates for the miniſtry in 
„our Academies is not proportional to the demands of our 
Churches. In this ſtate of things it becomes thoſe who 
wiſh well to the cauſe of truth and piety, to adopt and ap- 
ply the exhortation our divine Maſter gives to his diſciples. 


V. 38, «Pray ye therefore the Lord of the Harveſt ; 

that He would ſend forth labourers imto his Harveſt.” 

Chriſt ſought not his own glory, but the glory of him that 
| lent 
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* $, Palmer's Sermon on the death of Dr. Aſhworth, P 12. 13+ 
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Onr ent Him. We accordingly find him referingevery thing 
ver the o his FATHER: ſpeaking of Hiu as the Author of his doc- 
forthe ines and miracles. On all occaſions He raiſes the thoughts 
faithful WW of bis hearers and diſciples to his Fara, as the Being who 


50 Are: ſent him into the world and whoſe will be came to execute: 
n groſs under authoriety and commiſſion from whom He acted in 
te there his whole undertaking and whole kingdom he came to 
know. Wh preach and ſet up. Agreeably to theſe devout ſentiments 


which run through all his diſcourſes he direQs his diſci- 
ples in the text, to regard his FaTpeR as the Lord of the 
Harveſt, as the original Author of the diſpenſation of truth 
and grace; as preſiding over the important work of enlight- 
ening and reforming the world, and as railing up, by his 
influence and providence, fit perſons for this benevolent 
ſervice and giving them their powers and commiſſion. 
Therefore he exhorts his difciples to addreſs themſelves and 
to pray; that he would ſend forth labourers into his Har- 
veſt.” 


wer of 
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we jul 


| truth; 
well in- 


all de- It hath been obſerved, that the word rendered ſend forth 


mo properly ſignifies to thruſt out and whoever conhders the 
ugh to * immenſe difficulties and oppoſitions, ſays the excellent 
bows: Dr. Doddridge, with which every Miniſter of *'Chriſl's 
hat the WI kingdom was ſure to encounter in thoſe eatly days of it, 
g. A. "will ſee the neceſſity of ſome unuſual energy and impulſe 
- mini- on the mind to lead any to undertake it. In every 
rregatl- age and in any circumſtances it is a Character of that im- 
le fup- WI bonance and iufluence, that there is great propriety in mak- 


ing it the ſubject of our feryent prayers ;—That the Being, 
who fixeth the bounds of our habitation and chooſeth our 
ſs who WM be for us, would-raiſe up a ſucceſſion of men to fill it with 
dignity, abilities and ſucceſs. As long as there are rational crea 
res to be led to the knowledge of divine truth and form- 
ed to the practice of goodnels, it will be our duty as it was 
rvelt ; that of Chriſt's firſt diſciples, to pray the Lord of the hat- 
veſt to ſend forth Labourers into his harveſt : a duty, to 
m that which we are equally incited by the principles of piety and 

the ſentiments of benevolence; by the love of truth and the 
deſue of human happineſs. x 


— „ — 


© See Doddridge in loc; 
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Pray then, Chriſtians, that the Father of Spirits would 
incline young Perſons to devote themſelves, from right 
views and the nobleſt ends, to the work of the miniſtry, 
Pray that the Author ofevery good gift would furniſh then 
with every grace and gift that may fit them for ſupporting it 
with acceptance and ſucceſs. Pray that the ignorant may 
never want an enlightened Teacher to inſtru them, nor the 
vicious a faithful Paſtor to admoniſh and reform them, 


Pray, that from the ſeminaries of learning and the ſchools 


of the Prophets may come forth thoſe who will ſhine az 
lights in the world; and, like the falt of the earth may ſea- 
ſon men with wiſdom and truth. 


Can the friends of righteouſneſs and the lovers of the 
Goſpel forget theſe important objects, when in the happy mo- 
ments of a warm and enlarged devotion, they bow before 
the throne of the Father of lights? Thus, upon a view ofthe 
moral ſtate of mankind, our great Maſter taught his diſci- 
ples to pray. From the reaſon and nature of the thing He 
may be conſidered as teaching us alſo to pray thus. Such 
requeſts are only the Petition, thy kingdom come” in the 
excellent form of prayer He hath taught us, amplihed and 
drawn out into particulars. For how is his kingdom to 
come, unleſs there be thoſe who are able and diſpoſed to 
preach it? How are they to preach, unleſs they be ſent? 
By whom are they to be ſent, qualified and raiſed up, but 
by the all-diſpoſing providence of heaven ? | 


Were theſe things duely conſidered we ſhould be ready 
to prompt and encourage pious youth of abilities to engage 
in a courſe of ſtudies for this office. It can never be meant 
that we ſhould pray, that God would ſend labourers into 
his harveſt and yet withhold our aſſiſtance from the candi- 
dates for the office and negle& all means of increaſing their 
number, | Yet ſomething of this kind is found among us. 
If youth in the lower ranks of life offer for this work, the 
deſign of aſſiſting their deſires is diſcouraged. And it mull 
be owned that for ſome obvious reaſons they are not the molt 
proper, in general, to be educated for that character; as 


their conections frequently entail on them great Giladvantage, 
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4.5 
and ſome private Tortune is highly deſirable to ſupply the 


deficiencies of a ſcanty income. But the affluent among 
us, who are moſt likely to look with contempt on a poor 
niniſter, have greater things in view for their children than 
he honors and emoluments of a pulpit: Thus, while they 
tomplain chat tofill our pulpits from the meaneſt of the peo- 
ple is to encumber the intereſts with calls to charity and 
to expoſe it to contempt, it deferves conſideration whether 
they «themſelves are not the cauſe of this contempt and in- 
tumbrance. The conduct, in both views, it may be feared, 
js to be reſolved into a declenſion of rational piety and juſt 
nal among us. 


Through this it happens that the character is often ſpoken 
ol in degrading terms, becauſe it doth not lead to wealth and 
geatne ſa, even by thoſe from whom we might look for re- 
ſpectable ideas of it's uſefulneſs and dignity, and ſome gene- 
wus as well as pious diſpoſitions to countenance and en- 
courage ſuch as bear it. Whereas what can be more uſeful 
than to be helpers of the faith, joy and ſalvation of men? 
And when the Lord of glory himfelf appeared under the 
character of the preacher of righteouſneſs, they who tread 


In his ſteps may be permitted modeſtly to magnify their of- 


ice. ] * Were due weight given to theſe conſiderations per- 
ſons of alfluence or property would not ſo lightly eſteem the 
office: nor be ſo averſe from turning the views and thoughts 
of their children to a ſtation in life, in which they might 
ſo ſignally and peculiarly ſerve the cauſe of truth and the 
intereſt of that Maſter, who, though He was rich, for our 
lakes became poor: and therefore may reaſonably expect 
that we ſhould fometimes forego the proſpects of 
wealth and greatneſs, either ourſelves -or for ours, in re- 


turn for what He did and ſacrificed for our ſalvation. 


This leads us to one general reflexion arifing from this 
lubjeRt, namely that the cauſe of righteouſnefs and truth 
ought to be dear to us. It was fo to our divine Maſter. 

Indeed 


mn 


"The Paragraphs between the Crotehets were not delivered at the ordi- 
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Indeed to Him all other intereſts were nothing. For this 
cauſe He taught and laboured — lived and died denied 
himſelf and ſuffered on the croſs. For this He hath taught 
us to pray, that there may be an increaſe and ſucceſſion of 
labourers, to ſerve and promote it. If we pray, in his lan- 
guage and his ſpirit, is not this the object of our daily pray- 
er; *hallowed be thy name: thy kingdom come: thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven?” If we be unconcerned 
whether there be a ſucceſſion of faithful miniſters. to inſtrud 
and reform men: if we be ready to plead excuſes for with- 
holding our aſſiſtance to ſchemes by which the cauſe of 
righteouſneſs may be advanced: if we feel no compaſſion 
for thoſe who are in danger of periſhing through ignorance 
and vice do we think on the tenor and purport of our 


prayers ? | 
Can the Lord of the harveſt behold ſuch indifference to 


the enlightening and faving the world without diſpleaſure? 
The intereſts of truth and righteouſneſs are under his eye: 


but ſuch is the law of his government, they will fink ot 


ſpread as Men are active or remiſs in promoting them; have 
them at heart or are indifferent to them. He hath, in 3 
great degree, put into our hands the inſtruction and ſalvati- 
on of our fellow- creatures. This bleſſed work will go on or 
not, as we ſeek it, aim at it, and pray for it, The harvell 
is great and there is room for all our exertions, for all our 
zeal. Let us then be awakened to *leek not every man his 
don things, but every, man alſo the things which are 
Jeſus Chriſt's.” To make one more reflexion, 


Let this ſubjeQ excite us to improve our religious ad- 
vantages. Much more happy is our Iot than was that ol 
the multitade who followed Chriſt. They were in deplo- 
rable circumſtances, as ſheep ſcattered abroad, having no 
ſhepherd. They were ſenſible of their ſtate, and they fol- 
lowed Chriſt with ardent deſires and with eager attention to 
hear the word of the kingdom. From rellecting on the 


conduct we learn our duty; and from comparing our com 


dition with their's we learn our felicity. In the goſpel of 
the Kingdom we have been always inſtructed, The Lord 
Ari 0 ; 
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of the harveſt hath. favoured us with various means of 
knowledge and edifi cation. We need not expoſe ourſelves 
o the inconveniencies and fatigues of long and frequent 
journies, under which theſe multitudes were ready to faint. 
The word is near to us; even in our mouth and in our 
heart. The harveſt is not yet over: the ſeaſon of knowledge 
and ſalvation ſtill continues and will continue to the end of 
time, Still the Lord of the harveſt is ſending his miniſters 
among us to preach the goſpel of truth and grace. What 
is the fruit of this our happy ſtate? Where is our improv- 
ed knowledge? Where are our zeal and piety, our benevo- 
lence and our diligence in working out our ſalvation? It 
becomes us to be devoutly thankful, to be candid hearers 
and diligent doers of the word of God. God forbid, that 
my of us, by trifling away the precious opportunity, ſhould 
have occaſion at laſt to adopt the melancholy and bitter re- 
lexion ; the Harveſt is paſt ; —the ſummer is ended; — 
ind we are not ſaved.” 


Theſe reflexions and this ſubject obvioully apply them- 
(:lves to the preſent occalion. I congratulate You of this 
ociety that our Brother before us has devoted himſelf to 
the work of the miniſtry and the ſervice of your ſquls; aud 
that Providence has raiſed Him up, as a ſucceſſor, when in- 
irmities or death ſhall put an end to the further labours 
of my worthy and reſpected aged Friend.“ May He and 
ll of us who are fellow-labourers with Him in the harveſt 
of God, bear upon our minds a ſerious, lively, conſtant 
lenſe of the great end of our office! We know, my dear Bre- 
hren, that we are called to inſtru the ignorant, to recover 
thole who have erred from the way of ſalvation, to feed the 
ſheep of Chriſt, and to lead his humble diſciples to truth, 
righteouſneſs, comfort, and heaven. How important! How 
benevolent the office! What affection, what diligence, what 
al doth it require! 

Jult as well as pious were the ſentiments expreſled by an 
eminent Prelate; who, when a Divine came to him for in- 


llitution to a Living, ſaid: I have paſſed through many 
places 
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places of honour and truſt, both in Church and State, more 


But were I affured, that by my preaching T had converted 
hut one ſoul unto God. I ſhould take therein more ſpirit- 
ual joy and comfort, than in all the honours and offices 
© which have been beſtowed upon me. All carchly hon- 
ours are periſhing, but the ſalvation of the foul endu— 
reth for ever: and faithful endeavours to ferve the eternal 
intereſts of .mankind, ſhall be rewarded by the the great 
Shepherd and Biſhop of ſouls with a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away. Let our hearts glow with every pious 
and benevolent emotion in this cauſe. Let us imitate the 
temper of our divine Maſter, Who could not ſee an uninſtruct- 
ed multitude without compaſſion — nor look on thoſe who 
rejected the things of their peace without tears - nor behold 
a loſt orld without a love ſtronger than death. Let us ad- 
mit thoſe conſiderations which moved his heart. The harveſt 
is great, the labourers are few.” Can we then, who are ſent 
forth into the harveſt, be idle and remiſs? Can we be indif- 
ferent to the ſpiritual wants of mankind; or neglect to im- 
prove thoſe circumſtances which demand our vigour, and 
give room for the exerciſe of every ſacred and generous el- 
fort? The Lord of the harveſt whom we ſerve, (it is an an- 
imating conſideration,) will not be unmindful of our labours 
of love and zeal. Our work is with the Lord and our re- 
ward with our God. 


But not only to us who are miniſters doth this ſubject 
ſpeak : it alſo reminds You. my chriſtian Friends of your du- 
ty. The occaſion particularly enforces it's leſſons on you, 
the Members of the ſocieties, to whoſe ſervice my Brother 
hath this day devoted himſelf, You have ſeen the great 
Lord of the harveſt raiſing up and ſending into this part of 
his Vineyard one whom we truſt will be a faithful, affecti- 
onate and diligent labourer among You. Is not this a rea- 
ſon of devout joy, an incentive to holy gratitude and an ob- 
ligation: to diligence, on your part, to improve under his la- 
bours in knowledge and holineſs? Be thankful to the Lord 
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ofthe Harveſt — Value your own happineſs — And fall in 
with the great deſign of a good providence in placing among 
tou a Shepherd who. will care for your intereſt. You 
ſhould contribute cheatfully to his ſupport, that his tempo- 
ral wants being ſupplied, He may be more at eaſe to attend 
10 your beſt” intereſts, and may be able to ſet an example of 
beneficence among You, You ſhould attend, on his mini- 
lations with. regularity, candor and ſeriouſneſs. His en- 
couragement. and: ſucceſs, and your own improvement and 
ſalvation depend upon this. Pray, often: think with your- 
ſelves, how you, may, concur with his endeavours and make 
his work more eaſy. With this view inſtruct your children 
and families he examples of piety and goodneſs Be 
ſober: be honeſt : be kind: be devout—Put on the Lord 
ſelus Chriſt. by Baptiſm ; if you | have: hitherto negledted 
this profeſſion of faith Keep holy the Lord's day: pray in 
your houſes and in your cloſets: and adorn religion in the 
world. | 

You believe in- the Goſpel; you profeſs yourſelves ſub- 
jets of Chriſt's kingdom. Your own ſalvation ſhould be 
your-firſt concern : and. then the intereſts of the kingdom of 
which you are members and the ſpread of that Goſpel 
which is in you the hope of glory. If the harveſt be great, 
t is your duty as well as ours to labour in it: to employ 
your ſubſlance, your time, your authority, your abilities aud 
vour example to enlighten, reform and ſave others. 


To encourage us all to this, let us reflect, *that he who 
converteth a ſinner from the error of his way, ſhall fave a 
loul from death and cover a multitude of fins. They that 
turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the Sun in the 
irmament, and as the Stars for ever and ever.” Amen. 


—— — 
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Errata: 

"age 2, line 6, for they are, read he is.—P 8, |, laſt, after God, read be. 
£ 13, 1, 3, from the bottom, for paragarph, read paragraph. — P, 17, 
2, lor Judeah, read here et alibi, Judea.—P, 20, l, 9, for a protector, 
ad protettion: and line 14, for mirth, read iruth.—P, 13 K 35 lor 
varines, read dofrine. —P, 17, |, 2, for to, read on. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


HE Author of the preceding Sermon, 

takes this opportunity of propoling a ney 
and cheap Edition of | 
SCOUGAL $ Life of Gor, in the Soul of Mani 
with a few alterations, in a {mall 12mo. fine 
at 6d. each, or zs. per dozen. To thoſe why 
are not acquainted with the merits and repik 
tation of this piece, it may be proper to oh 
ſerve, that it is rational, plain, devotional and 
highly practical; and, in theſe views, a prope 
book to be given to the poor. It will be put 
to the preſs as ſoon as the deſign, meets with 
ſufficient encouragement to indemnify the 
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